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The National SAR Program: 
Many jurisdictions, one horizontal program 

 







ά¢ƻ ensure ongoing ΨǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎΩ SAR delivery for Canadians, 
all NSP partners must continue to improve coordination, 

collaboration and interoperability across the system, 
including better leveraging of existing mechanismsΦέ 



Whole of Government 

Åά¢ƘŜ CAF is uniquely postured to provide this 
support due to military capabilities, the 
special operational challenges in the Arctic 
environment, and the need for rapid, 
coordinated approaches.  The CAF must be 
able to respond quickly and effectively when 
called upon to assist when it is beyond the 
capacities of our partners to respondΦέ 



Typical Army missions in the Arctic 

ÅHumanitarian Assistance, Disaster 
Relief 

Åsupport to Ground-based Search 
and Rescue (GSAR) 

ÅMajor Air Disaster (MAJAID) 

ÅMajor Maritime Disaster (MAJMAR) 

Åa wide range of Government of 
Canada missions 

 



MAJMAR 

Arctic Marine Traffic & Accidents Trends, 1987-2008    (Source: Judson, 2010) 



Air traffic 

Åά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ 
over the North. Increasing numbers of transpolar flights 
should not have a significant impact on the number of SAR 
incidents in the region, but the gradual rise in domestic air 
traffic may, as most incidents involving aircraft occur during 
take off or landing and/or involve small and private planes. 
This increase in overall air traffic activity may pose a greater 
potential of a major air disaster (MAJAID) occurring in the 
region. Such a situation could present a number of 
difficulties for Canada as the High Arctic currently lacks 
even the most basic infrastructure of road networks, 
ŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎκǎǳǇǇƭȅ ōŀǎŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
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First Air 6560 crash in Resolute, 20 August 2011 

MAJAID 



Ground Search and Rescue 

ÅWhile not a JRCC 

primary mandate, in 

almost every Nunavut 

GSAR case where 

assistance was 

requested, JRCC has 

responded with search 
aircraft and personnel 

 

 



The Debates 
ÅLengthy transit times dictates a need for 

dedicated SAR aircraft, both fixed and rotary 
wing, to be stationed in the North year-
round? 
ïCurrent model of southern bases with CAF assets 

deployed North during peak seasons (eg. Ops 
Nunalivut, Nanook) 

 

ÅPolitical/emotional versus rational calculus? 
ïof 377 SAR incidents north of 55 during 2013, the CAF 

conducted 38 SAR missions (CJOC) 
 



Northern Operation Hubs (NOHs) 




